CHAPTER ONE

THE SUPREME LORD

As Sri Jayadeva begins his immortal mystic poem
Gifa Govinda with a brief hymn on the various forms
assumed by Vishnu, the Supreme Lord, for the sake of
His creation, so Narada begins his outline of Vaishnava
teaching with a chapter to warn us that the Krishna of
whom he speaks is no sectarian Hindu deity but the
ONE worshipped in all faiths under many different
names according to man's various languages. Far
beyond the reach of human understanding is His gloryp
above the highest flights of thought and vision, and yet
because His very nature is Love He gives Himself
freely to those who give themselves to Him. From Him
came all at the dawn of things ; by Him are all sustained
and guided ; in Him at last all find their full perfection
and their utmost bliss. Our creeds, inspired by Him
indeed, yet fall far short of His infinity ; no words can
compass what in Himself He is. Yet it is man's highest
duty, as it is his sweetest joy, to pour out his heart and
soul in adoration to that all-lovely Lord on whom this
endless universe depends, in whom alone lies perfect
holiness and all delight.

1. God Alone is Real

1, The core of all spiritual knowledge is
the delightful essence of the Vedas ^ hard to-

1 The four great Aryan scriptures: ^.k, Sama, Yajuh and
Atharva ; the word later comes to mean the whole of revelation
about God and His universe.